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Me dad brought me to Goodison when
| was seven. | still remember.

it’s not football that matters to me, it's Everton.

I've supported them since | was ten, and I've had season ticket since 1964.

- o Buti grew up with Liverpool FC at Anfield.
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My Dad took me inside the ground and | saw a beam of light.
The blue was into the blood and that was it.

I loved Catterick’s team - Young, and Vernon and the rest.
They could pass the ball and they could win it.

They had hardness and they had skill,

and they had flair and they could score goals.

And they were entertaining. They had everything.

They won with quality and they can’t be touched.

And out of all that, the thing that stands out is

Alex Young's goal against Tottenham in ‘63,

Fantastic goal from a fantastic player.

He floated past others, glided.

He was unbelievable and | idolised him, worshipped him.

George Orr



My mother passed on the tradition to me.

Her father had supported the club since just after it was formed.
Liverpool is different. Unique. It can't be compared.

The singing and the chanting.

| stood on the Kop in 1962, watched the old players, the legends -
Hughes, Smith and Willie Stevenson.

The old ones who built the walls of the modern Liverpool.

The old players were normal people who you could relate to.
You'd see them on the way to the ground, out for a night.

You can't touch a footballer now.

But the football is a brotherhood for the fans.

Like Shankly said

You go with friends. It's a special day out.
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The ground was a disgrace when Shankly arrived.

He soon got that sorted out. What we've got now, he built.

He was an ordinary man with something special.

A man of the people, a leader of men. You'd have followed him anywhere.

Football is a way of life. But money has changed the game

and it's changed the players too.
You don't see them around like you used to.

Billy Martin

Me grandad was a Red fanatic, he wouldn't even go inside Goodison.
The rest of the family were Blues but he swayed me his way.

But you don't get the same atmosphere any more.

Not like when Supersub brought the house down against St Etienne.
The people who watch the game have changed.

Once it was working class -

rough and loud.

Now they want comfort.

Now they're different.

Carl Shaw

As a kid | used to climb on the girders at the back of the Kop.
That’s when the Reds were stuck in the second division -
always going to get out but never making it.

Then along came Bill Shankly

and took us to where we are today.

Keith Stanton



If there was no football it would be like being dead.

But Goodison is like heaven

when all those fabulous fans pull together, Football is very emotional. It's a way of life.
And when it’s like that, football is better than sex. And this is the boys'first game.

Mary Westhead George Sloan and sons



Most of my family are Blues but | broke with the form.
Came to Anfield with some lads from schoal.
It's the atmosphere.

The sound gets you going, makes you feel part of everything,

| started in the old Kop. Being with so many people -
you'll never get that again. Like a congregation

Steven Scott

You grow up in football culture and no other city could rival it.
Football runs in the family. It's steeped in it.

It's part of your identity, it defines you.

When | was nine years old | felt this is where | wanted to be,
found a speck behind the barrier and thought, ‘This is me.’
And when they do well | feel happy.

The Cooneys
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| saw the 66 final on TV. | was about six years old.

They came from behind. | thought that must be my team.
Now, when they play Z Cars | get the shivers.

Football gives relief from worries.

When I'm depressed | just think about Everton.

Even if they're doing badly | get some comfort.

Pekka Harvilanti

Me dad brought me to Goodison when | was seven.
| still remember going through the crowd to get to the ground -
the sheer amount of people.
It was the sheer size of the place - massive.
And the pitch like a bowling green.
Things you can't imagine before you go there.
And then hearing my dad swear for the first time.
My first derby, Ferguson scored against Liverpool.
He leapt to put it in. That stayed with me.

He got me through school, he gave me pride.
He just kept on lifting me up.
It's not football that matters to me, it's Everton.
Football’s all about money.
But you can't quantify what it is about Everton.
It's just there,

Allen Kelly
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Football is your life.

Without it there'd be an empty space.

I've been coming since 1950

and I've seen some games here.

Against Bayern Munich we looked beaten at half time,
and then the way we came back was fabulous -

the goals and the atmosphere...fabulous.

Of all the players Dave Hickson was the best I've seen.
He gave everything.

None of these players could lace his boots.

He'd still score goals.

Les Wohler
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My friend converted me, | got hooked.

Now it's about having to be there.

It's about history and it's about winning.
And it's about experiencing all the emotions.
Shankly summed it up.

Without football there isn't a life.

Swifty
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I love football - the buzz of it.

| played myself till | had to stop, till | did my knee in.
For me Sheedy had a great left foot.

But I'd walk over hot coals to run out

on to that pitch in an Everton jersey.

John Dempsey
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I love Arteta. He's the best - brilliant with that ball.

| just love football so much. Go to all the away games.

They're good fans here, good people to be with.

They look after you.

The best moment is when the Blues score.

Everything is all tensed up and then they score the winning goal
and it takes all the tension of your worries away.

Patricia Tillet
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The sweeper zone is a team of kids doing a job.

We take the mess out of the streets. make it clean again.

We do it for the city, because we are proud of where we come from.
And we get the prize - a seat, a place in the red fortress.

You clear the rubbish, you pick up the ticket.

Then you're into the stadium of legends, the home of the heroes.
Into Anfield where there’s a sea of red that seems never ending,

a choir singing a historic song.
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| might have been Everton’s first black player -

now | work at Anfield. On the players gate, matchdays.

None of them says much before the game.

Sometimes you can spot their mood just from the walk.

Some are fast getting away after the game.

When they lose they're quiet. They look lost.

As a kid | went to Goodison. My auntie was a Blue.

She stood in Gwladys Street with a big rattle -

no one stood in her spec for long.

| saw great players there, | should have been a Blue, but | wasn't.
The Everton scout came to my house and signed me up.

But I did my knee in and then my dad died and then

women came into the picture and the football went out the window.
Years later | started again in the Sunday League.

| won cups. It was a good second best.

| had pace.| got the ball and | was gone.

| hated losing, went off feeling I'd given everything.

| enjoyed the physical side. Now | miss the camaraderie.

And people still say | could have made it.

On the gate | glimpse what others never see.

You get to know who's a character,and who never opens his mouth.
You get jangling with some players.

| can talk injuries because I've had them.

| know | should have made more of my talent but it doesn’t bother me now.

It’s too late for that. | never envy the ones who did make it.

But | get angry when | see players who aren’t committed.
They owe the people who pay to watch.
Without the supporters this game is nothing.

Peter Kelly
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Goodison has an aura for me, a buzz.

To wear the blue shirt yourself would be everything.
To run out to Z Cars playing - the hairs would stand up.
Like a living dream.

Spencer Ramsay and friends

In the boys' bedroom everything is red -

carpets, curtains, duvet cover, even red sheets.

When you come here it’s like a family, a big family.

You could cry, you think ¥'m here at Anfield’. It makes you tingle.

But that night we came back from the bottom to win in Istanbul.

I felt like I'd gone somewhere else - like to another planet.

Carol Dixow

25



26

| just am a Blue, | Started 1952 in the Boys'pen,

climbed over into Gwladys Street.

There's something about Goodison that you can't explain.
Winning in 63 and ‘66 was the best -

the first time | saw them win League and Cup.

| was in Wembley.

We looked like a beaten team but we came back.

That'63 side had everything.

They were a good team but great individuals too.

Alex Young was the one for me. And then Ball.

Young had such skill, heading and passing.

He could pass the ball with his head so precisely.

Alan Ball was all action, sheer enthusiasm and he never knew the word 'defeat.
There's something about Goodison that you can't explain.
The aura...gets the adrenalin going.

You can't define what it is about football. It's in you.

But without it I'd have a lot more money and a lot more hair.

Dave Kelly
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| came to the ground when | was twelve and that was it.
Can't be anywhere else. Especially on European nights.
Dalglish is the best I've seen. He was a genius -

his passing ability, his vision, his strength.

And that night in Istanbul. It seemed there was no way back...

We had to fight for our pride.
Went from doldrums to unbelievable emotion.
| can only compare it to my son getting born.

Kevin
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Becoming a Blue was an act of rebellion.
And then Kendall brought the good times back.
| was thirteen years old when we won in Rotterdam.

And now ['ve got something to keep right up to the grave.

You think you can live without it but you can't.
When summer comes you realise.
Then the season starts and you get your life back.

Stephen Edwards
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| was born a Red. Me dad and grandad before me.

Sixty five years I've watched the Reds.
My teacher said, If you want kick and rush go to Anfield.

If you want the School of Science you know where to go.’ I was born and bred a Red. And Dalglish is the best I've seen.

I still chose the Reds, though.The greatest in the world. St Etienne is the game that sticks out.

But | was well outnumbered in my family. You could have cut the atmosphere with a bread knife.

My first game was against the Blues. They were Champions: The whole stadium was bouncing. It felt like it was moving.

Lawton, Cullis, Mercer, Britton. They were strong. There'd be a massive void in my life if Liverpool Football Club wasn't there.
But we've had great players of our own. But I'd be a much richer man, and some weekends a happier one.

Billy Liddell could head the ball further than others could kick it -
a heavy old case ball too.
Keegan and Dalglish had everything.

Paisley was the best behind the scenes. When Fairclough scored the winner against St Etienne
Twenty trophies in nine seasons. the ground went up like an explosion.
Find me an equal and I'll give you a medal. Anfield is my church, my club, my everything.
When Fairclough scored the winner against St Etienne there was Next to my wife, it's my second love.
a scream like nothing I've ever heard. There was no family tradition before me.
The whole ground was up, the roof nearly came off. Now I've started one.

Joseph James Martin The Williamson Family
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Football can be all things to all men.

It's a coming together, from all communities, all classes.

My dad wanted me to be a Red.

He offered me a bike to support Liverpool.
Rebellion made me an Evertonian.

Now Goodison is home. You feel comfortable,
It's family. A wider family.

It’s affinity of like-minded people.

It's the passion of the fans.

And being able to watch a player like Trevor Steven -
a complete footballer who oozed class.

| never dreamed of playing for the Blues myself.
Supporting was enough.

Dave Kelly
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Football is a game unlike anything else. It's unique throughout the world.
And Anfield is unique. Everyone combines together.

A big family. You feel part of a tradition and a history.

There’s nothing too fancy about it. So it feels like home.

Justin

| wasn't born a Blue but my daughter was.

Football is part of this family now.
We've got ten season tickets.

S.Gerrard
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My son got me involved.

He used to come with his mates.

Anfield is God to me. | love it.

It gives you a proper lift.

In 40 years |'ve only missed 24 home games.

I've been to all the European finals. Good and bad.

It's my hobby. It's all | do.
I don't drink, | don’t smoke, | don't go out.
My life would end without football.

Anne North

.
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The first thing | noticed was the green grass.
It took my breath away. So beautiful.

And | remember tobacco smoke smell.

And the colour bue everywhere,

To have worn blue out there myself, would have meant more than sex.

Even when you're down with the Blues, you don't feel so bad.
Everyone’s up with you, then they're down with you.

You don't get that in ordinary life. Only here.

Outside the ground you're an individual.

Here it's different. Here you're a Blue.

Billy Smith
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Anfield is a cathedral and Liverpool is my religion.

Following the
And when we

Reds I've had the best and waorst times of my life.
played Everton in ‘86 there was a great camaraderie

between fans - but that won't happen again.

Ralph Rimmer

| belong to Liverpool Football Club and the club belongs to me.
My dad first took me when | was six. The Boys'Pen.

| collected jam jars to make money to get in,
Liverpool FC is an institution, a way of life.

You feel as if you belong.

It's like a family.

Going to Anfield is like going back home after work -
you meet the same people and sit in the same seat.
But I'll mix with anyone who loves football.

Through this game I've met people from everywhere.
As Pele said, it’s a beautiful game.

And | can'timagine my life without it.

Richard Pedder
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My Dad brought me when | was seven,

Like Alan Ball said Once Everton touches you nothing is the same.
I've never looked back. | love the place. It's like my first girlfriend.
But it’s also the grand old lady of football.

It’s full of history and it’s home.

And | can still feel the buzz of that Bayern Munich night.

That blue shirt - it links the club and the fans and the history
and what you yourself have experienced.

You're a Blue and you live through it and love it.

It's engrained in you. It's the culture.

It's a strong, strong thing - tribal.

When you're with the Blues there’s no better feeling.

To be in that crowd singing can't be beaten.

Steve Nesbitt

It's being from three generations of Blues.

It’s loyalty - a constant throughout your life.

It's having friends in a place where you feel comfortable -

your football home.

It's memories of hundreds of games. Triumphs and disasters.

It's the emotion, the feeling of something special -

like being at a big European match with your father and your son.

Daniel Miller / Toffee Dan
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I've supported them since | was ten

and I've had a season ticket since'64.

| went from Boys' Pen to Kop.

For me Billy Liddell is up there with Dalgleish.

He kept Liverpool up for three seasons till Shankly did what he did.

Paisley improved on what Shankly had done.

His team was the outstanding team in Europe,

all round football skills, running off the ball.

And you never heard singing like you heard on that Kop.
Some say it’s like going to church.| wouldn't say that.
But | grew up with Liverpool FC at Anfield.

It's part of my life, it’s in the blood.

Brian Bolger
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